The Power of Kings from God. 


; A 
SERMON 
Preached in the 
CATHEDRAL CHURCH 


SARUM, 


| The XXIX. Day of June, 1683: 
| [Upon Occaſion of the DerEcTioN of the late 


Dozrid Plot 


Againſt the Lies of his Sacred Majeſty. 


By Paul Lathom Prebendary of that Church. 


— —— 


KR Es Gros, oft 
bever therefore refiſteth the Power, reſiſtet the Ordinance of 
: And they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves dammation. 


h—— 


LONDON, Printed by 2. Clarke, for Zoanma Brome at the Sign. of the Gun 
art the Weſt End of Sr, Pauls. 1683. 


——————R 


-1 


————— 


The Power of Kings from God. 


I 


\ , A = 
| Preached at the Cathedral Church 


SARUM. 


On Prov.8$. 15. 


By me Kinps Reign. 


} Hat the Perſon hege ſpeaking is Wiſ- 
YN dom, will be mantf to every man 
0 that peruſerh the precedent Verſes of 
this Chapter. ' That by Wiſdom, ſo 
frequently mentioned up atid down 
W this Book of Proverbs, is tneant, not | 

Derivative and Imperfe& Wildom, ſuch as is in the Crea- 
tures; but Wiſdom in the Original or Fountain, the infi- 
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nite Wiſdom Ka God infidite in all excellencies and 
perfections, or God infinicely wile, is generally agreed 


by Di Andihereby it us ſufhciently Evident thar 
the dirett fe Rs of the a>. of the 
Texts this. -By theinfinire wiſdom of the fgreat God 
of heaven, or by the all-wi/e, the only-wiſe God Kings do 
reign over their Subjects, peat 17, 2p 

” That I ngdy diſcourſe diſtmaly tpon theſe words, ic 
will be requiſite to conſider that Kings may be laid to 
Reigaby Godin fourreſpedts. Pp” 

1. By. the moſt wile Ordination and Appointment of 
the God of Wiſdom, Government in general, and M. 
aarchy in\particular, was eſtabliſhed among men, 

2. By the infinite wiſdom of God Kings are. ſet over a 
People, tÞ\zg&mphſh thoſe moſt wiſe and juſt ends 
which hinMelf hath deſooned. 

. By the powerful and gracious Providence of the 
all-wile God Kings are /et upon their "Thrones, and 
upheld and continued there. 

4: By. Authority immediately derived from the only- 
wiſe God, the great King of Kings, Monarchy is e/ta- 
blifbed, and Kings do hold their Scepters. 

_ Firſt, By che nt wiſe Ordmation and Appointment of 
the God of Wiſdom, Government in general, and Me- 
narchy1n. particular, 'was eſtabliſhed among men. And 
here it will. be worthy our conlideration, to'tracethe 
footſteps. of the:divine Wildom in ereting Govern- 
meat inthe World. _ | 

-4 3-,;The moſt wile and benign Creator of the world 
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The” Power of \Rwigs frann God. A 
thade'man an. Intelligent and Soczable Creamure) Flere 
is:afp inclination 10. ſociety... even':amphy; Creatures: 
vaid:af Reaſon; The brute Beaſtsby natur ak hen do 
ſorcrhemiſelvesincoFlocks and Herds; the Fowls of che 
Air do fly together in Companies ; yea the very Inſects 
do Aſſociate : the Bees in {warins do: dwell andwork: 
together. Nature enclincs them herers, as char which 
conduceth ro the comfort: and ſupport of one another.. 
But Man that hath Reaſon, more clearly dilcovering! 
the neceſſity and ſweetneſs of Sociery,'is' more enclined) 
thereunto, -as belt knowing how to improve it,-and to 
make the beſt advantage of 1t. | t, 
2." To encline men the more”to Society, the molt 
wile God hath thought. meer ro leave men' to amutual 
dependence one upon another, and a need'ot their con-: 
verling together.” {c is not" in vain that the Wiſe man 
ſaith, Wo to bim.that is alone, Eccl.4.10. for God hath' 
made no man. capable of ſtanding by himſelf. The 
Philoſopher | cheretore compares" meti'to ſtones # an 
Arch, \which-{o- neceſſarily depending upon each other 
to keep.then from falling, by this very dependence 
the whole and all irs parts are ſupported} In'the Natural 
bady no-part is :{o great or' eminent that it can fay it 
{tandsin no need of- thoſe that are leſs confiderable : nor 
any-partfo ſmall or inconſiderable, bur it is capable of 


being: uſeful and belpful-ro- the reſt, And in the Body: 


Palitick; there 15 no perſon ſo great of high tharhe'cart | 
live independent on others ; nor atyy perſon/fo mean and Low, 
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Wy The Power of Kings from God. 
of the Society. And hereby our Creator hath precluded 
all chaughes of;ſo/itarmeſs, and rendred Society neceſſary. 
21 Tolanfwer this vpn £ which: himſelf hath 

thought firto entail upon man tor the mutual help and 
ſupport of his Kind, he hath by his providence digeſted 
men.-into Societies. Of theſe, a Family, though the 
leaſt and-moſt imperfe&,. was the firft that was'con- 
ſticuted. The neceſſity and uſefulneſs of Society be- 
ing better diſcovered by experience, did encourage ſuc- 
ceeding Generations to enlarge the Territories of their 
Societies: And ten Families joyning together made a 
Tything, as ten of theſe joyned made an Hundred, cill 
Society and Government by degrees were digeſted 
into more : perfetb Form. Bur {till from the beginning 
men neyer lived in Soluude. 

- 4- To form-and manage theſe Societies, the great 
Governour of the. World hath ere&ed: a Government in 
each of them. Indeed to ſhew us how. inſeparable Go- 
verament.is from Society, we - may obſerve” ſome 
rude lineaments of it amongſt the Brutes: not 'to ſpeak 
of the Lion being called the King of the Beaſts, and 
the Eagle 'of the Birds, ic is obſervable that in all 
Flocks and Herds there are ſome that bear-7ule, and 
ethers that are/ubjefZ. - But here certainly Dominion 
is foundedin fear-: for as the ſtrength and courage of 
one beaſt invites him to uſurp rule over others, ſo the 
weakneſs and cowardlinels of others prompts them to 


> , be\ſubje&t to the other. But as Reaſon makes''man 


more capable to ee the advantages of Government, and 
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The Power of 'Kings from God. 5/ 
to manage it aright; ſoit hath enclined him to ſer it up 
ig every Society. So that from the leaſt, that of a Fa- 
mily, to the greateſt, that'of a Kingdom, ſtill Govern- 
ment hath managed and ſupported all Societies. | 
5- Andthe moſt wile and gracious Providence of 
God doth fit ſome men to rule and govern the reſt, and 
others to be ſubje, and to ſubmit ro Superiors © ln the: 
natural body each part is ficred for the place ir holds, 
and che Office it bears. The Head ſeems made on 
purpoſe, to ſtand in the molt eminent part, to preſide: 
over the relt : the Hands woadertully fitted for ſuch 
cmployments as exerciſe either ſtrength or aRivity: 
the Feet as ſtrongly ſuited to ſupport the body,” and to 
help it in moving from place toplace. Hereby God 
hath! both; provided for the neceſſities of the whole, and- 
hath taken care that each Member ſhould reſt con- 
tent in its Station and Office : there being no more- 
reaſon to rempt the Feet to exyy or- covet the office of 
the Head, chanthere is for the Head ro ſneak or croweh! 
 downtothe place of the Feet. And in the body: poli- 
tick God hath ficred men for difterent: Stations and: 
Offices. To ſome he.hathgiven great and noble Spi-- 
rits.to defign-worthy things, quickneſs of  apprebenſzon,: 
and ſoundneſs of judgment to ogude. chem, and dexterity” 
and courage to put them forward+in ating, And thele' 
ſeem cut out by the hand:of God-himlelt for :Govern-+ 
ment, . To others he; hath given meaner ſpirits, fixing” 
upon lower deſigns, ſhallower judgments fitred to yield" 


to.the condut of others, and a dexterity for wotks _—_ 
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of leſſer moment : And-theſe are! fited for ſubjeFion. 
And hereby. at once.the-Ditine . Wiſdom is. (een in 
\ futing very man'tfor the buſineſs ot-his ſtation, .and 
his goodnels: jn difpoling at{+men to be content in the 
places wherein God hath: ferthem. 
{::6, As Societies do differ\in their. numbers and other 
- Circumſtances, fo is there difference .in the Formolitits of 
the Governments ſer up amonglt chem. »In great and 
wealthy Societies of men Government doth uſe to be 
very-Auguſt and Majeſticalz 10 lefſer and meaner Socie- 
ties, there is abatement. of (the. dignity of- the: Rulers. 
© little Monarch 'et:a/poor Cottage doth not 'expe&t 
thar Attendance, nor thoſe Regalia, which belong to 
the chief-Magiſtrate of. a, Kingdom : ' Nor will the 
little Magiſtrate of a Pariſh or Tythiog expe to follow 
ſuch Maces and Swords asare- uſually born before the 
chief Magiſtrates of great Cities. - But allowing for 
the different ftate of Governours in diffcrent-Socieries, 
there - are theſe . things! oblecvable” tin all - Goyern- 
meats; | | 4.34 | ; 2 
1+ That to command hath always been reckoned the 
- Office-and Privilege of the: Superiour, to obey, the Part 
and Duty.of the biferiour. - Thele three ſorts of aHons 
diftingtiſhing the-chree ſorts of capacities wherein God 
hath ſet all men ; To petition or requeſt being common- 
-lyiche act of the' Inferiour; To covenant and- capitulate, 
being ordioarilyithe at of Eqhats; *Fo'ommand' or 
- exon; belonging: only to the Superiony, ' and! muſt be 
anſwered with obedience-in the Inferiours ' 
44 FOE 4 | 2. The 
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©" 2. The making" of Laws, properly To called, belongs 
peculiarly/ une him'tharHith a'righe of Juriſdiffion 
over others. ©' The Sehook ie diltineutſh" berween 
poteſtai:' 'Dominidtionis * and JiriſthFionis, © The: former 
he''hacth 'who by \any means doth bear' rule over 
others;\ ſteh is the power” of- the' Maſter. of d Fa- 
mily over his Family, The latter is peculiar'to him 
thatharh Tight ro govern the Community. And theſe two 
forts of Authority do differ in three reſpects ; 1. In 
reference to the Matter they [are exerciled about, 
the Maſter of a Family bearing rule over a Society 
leſs perfe&t,as tothe integral and conſtituent parts there- 
of, than is a Kingdom. 2. In reſpect of the End and 
Deſizn of the Government. The wmediate end of the 
Maſter in' ruling his Family, is his own Profit: or 
Wealch; the good and benefit 6&the-orher Members-, 
of the other Members of the Family, is but the Se- 
condary or Mediate end : ' But as tothe Power of Juriſ- 
diction tlic end of that is quite different. 3. As tothe 
effeftual Adminiſtration of each Power. The Maſters 
power in his Family extends no further, than to urge 
obedience to his commands by corporal Puni/hments, or 
diſmiſſion from bis family : But the Prince hath Power 
to attend his word of command; power over the Eſtate, 
the Liberty, and Life of his Subjects. 

3. Theinfinite wiſdom of the God of Order hath 
not only appointed that one man ſhould be governed 
by another, but amongſt Governours themſelves hath 
eſtabliſhed Order, that ſome ſhould be Superiour, and 
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others ſubordinate to them. Thus the leſler. ſtreams are 
accountable to the greater, and 'eminenc Rivers which 
receive and comprehend, all theſe. lirle acceflions in 
che vaſtneſs of their Chanels : And:ſo among. thole 
that govern the earth hath God appointed ſome that 
ſhould be ſubordinate, and others that ſhould be ſuperiour 
in Authority, | | | 

. 4- And ke that in Nature allows of no infinite pro- 
ceeding, hath in Government ordered it ſo that this 
ſubordination and ſuperiority ſhould not be in infini- 
tum, but that one ſhould be ſupreme, unto whom all the 
reſt ſhould be /ubje&, and ro whom they ſhould give 
an account of the Adminiſtration of their Offices. Him 
St. Peter calls vxFiggrmz, Supreme, 1 Pet. 2.13. St. Paul 
tfuoiew iehiyuoar, T he bigher Power, Rom. 12.1. And 
+ &y vaſoryn tyre, Him that is eminently in Authority, 
1 Tim. 2, 2. Whereas concerning inferiour Magi- 
| ſtrates, they are ſaid to receive their power from him, 
WY LY eury Tejp me py.or, as ſent by him, l Per. 2,1 J. And 
that unto this Supreme Power belongs the Authority 
both of giving life and motion co Laws, may appear 
by thoſe expreſſions ſo familiar in Scripture. When 
the Ruler of the People is forctold to ſpring from the 
Loins of Judah, the Scepter and the Lawgiver are joyn- 
ed together, Gen. 49.10. Moſes, tho we do not read 
of his being formally a King adorned with a Crown 
and Scepter, yet when he is called the Lawgiver of the 
People, he is alſo called King in Jeſhurun,Deur.z3.4,5. - 
When Jacobs Propheſie was accompliſhed, and the 
Throne 
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Throne of Tſrael eſtabliſhedin-the Tribe of Judah, 
Fullah is! then called a Lawgiver, Plali 66.10. Andin 
my Text; the reigning of Kings, atid! their decyering of 
Juſtice,” are joyned'together.: And it being familiar 
with Solomon, among his Proverbs go make the later 
expreſſion exegetical of the'former, this ſhews us that 
it 1s the 'Prerogative'of- Kings to- decree and* make 
Laws: Yea, in the New 'Teftament we read of 
0:@: BaciniQ., 4 Royal Law, Jam: 1.8. It willnot be ne- 
cefliry ro add what mighr be ſpoken for the confirma- 
tion'of this truth; 'from” Philoſophers,  Hiſtorians;*or 
men skilful in Laws : For I take it-ro be an eftabliſhed 
truth, that as Government in general is Gods Ordi- 
nance, ſo the ſubordination of a inferiour Governouts 
ro orie Supreme, and the power of the ſupreme Govet- 
nour alone t0' put life into' Laws, is likewiſe from the 
appointment of the all-wiſe, the only:wile God, the 
reat Governour of the World. | 

Secondly, 'By me Kings Reign, that is, 'By the mfi- 
nite wiſdom of 'God Kings are ſet over a People, 
ro "accompliſ} thole moſt wiſe and juſt ends which 
himſelf hath defigned. The Wiſdom and Power 6f 
the Creator and Preferver of all things hath made 
nothing in vam, but hath deſigned every Creature for 
ſome work worthy of its nature, and hath ſubjected all 
other ends and ations ts that great end of ferving'þis 
oW1-gbod'will and pleaſnre. Andi fonoble a conttiv Aide 
25 Government it# Society, 'the moſt 'wiſe God ddth 
deſign :the'- promoting of great and admirable ends, 
oy " Princes - 
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Princes being chief workers with the divine Will and Pro- 
vidence, tor bringing to paſs what the great Ruler of 
the World will thu accompliſhed. And this gene- 
rally for the ſingular 909d and benefit of the Communi- 
ty over Which they preſide. 

1. AS every Creature.ot,God is good, fo this of Go- 
-verament amongſt men dorh gerierally rend co their 
great benefit and advantage. And.,Kings. as the principal 
Perſons concerned in the Government, are of {o great 
advantage tothe People, that Davids Subjects, when 
loyally minded, knew not what meaſure. to take of 
his worth, but eſtimate him as better worth than ten 
thouſands of them, 2 Sam.18.3. And tho the advantage: 
which. accrug to a People from a wiſe and, good 
Prince, are very, many, yet theſe four are ,molt re- 
markable : | 1.. The reſtraming and ſuppreſſing of wicked- 
neſs, 1 Pet.2.13.. which as -1t is an offence tothe pure 
and jealous eyes of Almighty God, ſo,,both :Prince 
and.People are bound by that love they owe to.God, 
todelight to fee it ſuppreſſed : As it tends to bring 
down Gods Judgments upon a Narion, ſo it promotes 
the. intereft.of the Community to root it out, and 
thereby to prevent |or remove the Calamity : As it -cor- 
rupts the Morals of men, fo 'tis for the honogy and inte- 
reſt of all that ic be extirpated, that the People-may+be 
ſound, and bealthy.in their Souls, and-Princes have the 
glory, of reigning oyer 4, yertuous people * And as di- 
.yess: ſorts, of,,vices do naturally: tend | to diſturb the 
Peace, 2nd to hinder the welfare of: the Nation; ſo-itis 
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fot the common good that this weed be cut down by the 
Sword . of Juſtice: 2+ Preſerving of Peace among 
men, and ſecuring each mans Liberty'and Property un- 
co-bim, If we were here ſo free from the dominion of 
of Paſſions, and imordinate AffeFions, as we hope to be 
hereatter when we come to Heaven, there would then 
be lictle need of, the Magiſtrates. Power 'or Office. 
Bur the aCtivenels of Incereſt, and the unrulineſs of 
Paſſion produce luch ,exorbitancies among men, . that 
if 1t were not for the Rods. and the Axes of the Magi- 
ſtrate, men would be too prone to live upon Earth as 
che Fiſhes in che Sea, where the lels are a prey tothe 
reater. The Law therefore was made for the lawleſs, 
and the Magiltrate bears not the Sword in vain, but brings 
the very Sons of Belial to endure a Noke, and to, the 
oreat good of the people, takes care that the Kings 
peace be preſerved. 3. Stirring up the people, . and 
encouraging them to Induſtry. Sloth, and Vice, and, Pa 
verty, and Ruine are [o nearly related, that one doth 
almoſt unavoidably follow upon the other. Ir is 
therefore for the intereſt and ſecurity of a People, that 
the Prince doth with the Sword of Juſtice cut off thofe 
Vices that hinder men from being ingenious and indu. 
ſtrious, and by providing fortheir peaceable and, quiet 
enjoying the fruit,of their labours, doth encayrage.them. 
to indultry, » by convincing chem thattheir labaurayill 
not be thrown away. Andthis tends at onceto keep 
people orderly employed, and thereby prevents their do- 
ing worſe : and it ſharpens their ION which 
2 are 
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arc commonly tilled and ruſted by ſloth and defuetade : 
and withi brings Richb7' d Wealth as its attendanr. 
4 Advidicing the' ÞitereſP-ahd Fibriour '6f the Nation 
by forem” Correſpondencies and Leagues! 'God A]. 
6, hath' ſo, diſpoſed of the'good things of this 
fd,” thatwhat-abcinds in one place is watteditv ano. 
thets" And if Commerce 'were "not maintained72with 
Fortm Nations, many of Gods good Creatures would 
be depretiated and diſeſteemed. ' This forein Trade there- 
fore Tays'a foundation of Wealth and Plenty in a Nation, 
And Wwithour publick correſpondence between the Kings 
of thoſe Nations whoſe Subjects have Commerce to- 
gether, "this Trade could not be allowed nor {ecured 
cothem, '' For what Nation doth ever make Capitu- 
fations of Peace or Trade with the Common People of 
another Country 2 The Correſpondence and agree- 
ment is with the Prince, and not the Multirude. And 
chis maintaihs the Honogr of that Nation; and ſecures 
Its intereſt in trading, to the great enriching of a Land. 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe bleſſings which a People reap 
| by the Government of a+ good King, aſſigned by the 
King of Kings to promote theſe good ends. + And 
thefe are ſome of thoſe advantages which we in par- 
ticular have fo long enjoyed under the happy Reign of a 
Facious, wiſe, and Chriſtian 'King,' tattiely,” by 'pro- 
noting-thoſe' wiſe and juſt Ends which- God himſelf 
hattt deſigned,” which” was the ſecond branch of my 
pigs” 0-55 
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-: Thirdly, byithe powerful andigracious-providence of 
the All-wile God: > ug y{et-upon their Thrones, 
and upheld and rontinzet chere;.. : That there is | | 

1. Aſpecial hand of divine providence ſeen inſetting 
Kings incaeir Thrones, -is very evident Pſal. 75. 6, 7. 
Promotion cometh neither from-the Eaſt, non from the Weſt, 
nor. from the South, -but God is the Judg,; be putteth down one, 
and ſetteth up another. © He is faid ro have given Nebu- 
chadnezgar a* Kingdom, Power, and Strength, and Glory. 
Dan.-2. 37. And his hands more'efpecially feen-in 
preſerving the rights of thole that have a juſt title ro'a 
Crown. As in reſpect of our gracious King in particu- 
lar: Indeed he futtered him for a time to know affli- 
ion, before he advanc'd him to-glory,” as the dealt 
with David long {iace. He ſuffered his Throne to be 
invaded, and thoſe that had killed to take poſſeſſion 
For the iniquities. of the Land, many were the Princes thereof : 
Prov. 25. 2. But he wasnot long wanting to a right- 
eous caufe : He ſuffered not the Fypocrite long to rein, 
that the People might not be toomuch enſnared. Job 34. 30. 
And how wonderful were the workings of his Provi- 
dence, both in preſerving the ſacred perſon'of our gra- 
cious King, as under his own wings, unul the Tyran- 
ny of the wicked was overpalt ; and allo in his happy 
and ipeaceable Reftauration ar lalt /unro the Throne 
of: his Foretathers : this generation hope will never 
forget,and generations to come will be informed of it. 
Wermult necds lay this was the Lord's doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes,and it is by him that our Amg __ 
| 2.. And- 


. ? | 7 | 
i "SS SIT, .! $f &*4 r 1: 425806 ISI en 23. LS 
4 - ; 2 "# * : : * - bt Se 
_ TT. 4 SES ; v-< by / >} | , . 
9 $4 >< ® « , is 4 - o 
* obs : "a C, : 
. +" 385 | . b ' 3 | 
*%Y £ np , - : : $ . LY 
) SEU —— 
d #% ” = z - : 
; < of \u193 * | 
14 bs | ; _ 
. 
* - 
_ 


p $5. 44 1 : : 3 445 ">; 


*4 *,x* 
01.8; F 


02. And asemincntly::is the-hand-:of divine Provi- 
dence ten. atv upholding and, continuing, Kings ' vipon 
their Thrones, »as Kings are forthe praife of them that do 
well;-:andſuch need notto fear the Power, tor they thall 
have-praiſe of the ſame ;{o arechey a terrour to.evil.doers, for 
they know:that the ſword is nor born in vain: and of this 
ſort are a' great part of mankind, who together with 
thoſe chat ambitiouſly-alpire to be catching the Sword out 
of the Prince's hand, do.create much trouble to the reign 
. and hazard tothe life,” eſpecially of a Good and Reli- 
gious King; and as it may be ſaid of all men, that we 
are encompaſled with ſo many dangers daily , that 
without God's good: Providence upholding us, we 
ſhould not be ablero ſubſilt one moment : I him we 
all live, and move, and have oup bemg. A&t. 17.28. lo it 
may more eſpecially. ſaid of Princes, that their Office 
expoleth them to ſo many dangers, that without great 
help from God they could not eſcape. And certainly 
as Kings are great Miniſters of che. Divine Providence, 
and. eminently uſeful co promote the Glory of God, 
and the Good of the People ; lo the ſame Providence 
doth concern. it ſelf more eſpecially about the prote&ion 
and preſervation of them. It it may be ſuppoſed thar 
the:Stars have influence upon all men, for the length- 
niog or ſhortning their-lives ;: certainly ſtars off the 


| Ag ApRE do-attend Kings with their emment in- 
uences, to protect their perlons, and prolong their 
reigns; How remarkably was this ſeen in preſerving 
that wiſe and-pious Princeſs (. Elizabeth, ſo that no 
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weapon formed againſt ber could: proſper : ſhe appeared'to 
be the Favourite of Heaven in her life, and. ar laſt dyed 
in Peace and Honour, in 2.good ald age, ater a:long and 
glorious reign, beloy'd by all ggod men while ſhe lived, 
and lamented by them at,her death. Did not the lame 
Providence watch over her wile and peaccable ſucceſſor, 
delivering him fron many attempts, and paxcicular- 
ly the moſt. borrid that-ever the Sun law diſcovered. 
And, bleſſed be God, he is ſtill the ſame ro our preſent 
Monarch, protecting him from the rage of thoſe that 
are his: Enemies on both hands, becaule he ſtrong] 
maintains that *F ruth that is oppoſed by ther both. How 
many experiences hath God given us ot diſcovering and 
diſappointmg their wicked Plots and Conſpiracies againſt 
him; and elpecially, atthis time in particular. This 
oives us advancage'to ſtrengthen our Faith in the belief 
of God's care of our King, .and inhim of us: this en- 
couragerth us to hope, and pray that no Treaſon formed 
again{t him may proſper ; that his Enemies of all ſorts 
may be cloathed with ſhame,but-chat upon himlſelt his Crown 
may long and happily flouriſh, and that atter many and 
many years ſpent in a peaceable and glorious reign, he 
may at laſt in peace exchange his corruptible for an j- 
eorruptible Crown ; even lo Amen. | 
Fourchly , by Authority immediately derived from 
the only wiſe God, the great King, of. Kings, Mo- 
narchy iseſtabliſhed, and Kings do hold their Scepters. 
And'that | may diſcourſe upon this diſtinaly, to the 
clearing of the cxuch, to che confirmation of thoſe that 
own 
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wit it; dndto'the convitiior of gain-Fayers, Tſhall pro 
ns pole eto Qurettions.nr 1 ee pn 
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' Government whitch God hath appoinredy Und* doth 
approve ? of whether there may not be-another form of 
Government; that may be competitor withiit for' deft. 
'rablenefs;*or rather eforhdb 2" 4 > th bln 
"22. Whether Kings have their Power iminediately 
from God? or whether'it be not conferred upon them 
by che People” 

3, Whether, fuppoſing that the People did confer 
the Power upon the Prince, in the fir/t inſtiturioni of 
Monarchy, it doth now lie in the Power of the People 
ro revoke it ? 

4. Wherher the Power of Kings be ſo immediately 
Ffubje&t unto God, that noezarthly Power can call the 
King to an accownt for the: adminiſtration of the Go. 
vernment ? ; 

**Firſt, Whether Monatchy be that particular form 
of Government which God appointed, and doth approve ? 
or whether there be not other forms of Government 
( for example a Democracy ) that may be commended 
equatly with it,” or rather” preferred before it ? 

I. move this, Queſtion becauſe we are faſlen into 
an yuh y Age - When men db aſſume to themſelves, 
if not« berry Prophecymg or ConjeFturing what form 
of Govettmnent (vill cone ext upon the ſtage, . and 
24 ics patt. amongſt is; yet acleaſt a liberty of argumg 
Pro and'con, MiaKing'it'a moot caſe, whether _ 
eny 
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chy . be. the Government that God approves ? and 
whether the Nation might ;nor be; as bappy.or more, un- 
der a Republickithan; a Monarchy 2? 4 1 OY 
1n order to the Rating of this Point, I Ixy down theſe 
Aflerrtions, | 
1. It is certain that Monarchy is the moſt ancient 
Governmentof Mankind. He that epitomized Trog ws, 
an ancient Writer, tells us, that Principio rerum gentum 
& civitatum imperium penes reges erat. And it in the 
tearch of Hiſtories, Sacred or Prophane, there be no 
Footſteps of Democracy in the eldeſt Times, 'then cer- 
tainly a Republick is an Imovation. And Innovations 
in the State are as dangerous as in the Church, And if 
our Saviour convicted Practices introduced in later: 
Ages, by calling chem back to the Original of chings,- 
telling them that in the beginning it was not ſo, Matth. 
t9. 8. then ſure I think the Antiquity of this Form 
pleads much for the preference of Monarchy. go 
2. Ic is the Government that God ſet up over his 
own People of old. I do not ſay that' we are abſolutely 
bound to the Jewiſh Model of Government or Laws 
any furcher than the common equity or benefit thereof” 
doth oblige us. But we may realonably conclude;' 
that what Form of Government the infinite wiſdom'of 
God did know to be beſt, that: his infinite goodnd/s 
would” moye him to eſtabliſh amongſt that People 
whom he had choſen out of all the Nations of the' 
Earth, to be unto him a Peculiar People , Dent. 14. 2: 
Now Monarchical Goyernment was that' which 39 
D ec 
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ſetup among, the Jews. | Even Mofes was a Monarch, 
and King #1, ;Dext.g 345+ Joſhua and thereft of 
the Judges or Dukes were Wwtaadythough tot formally 


LH 


"a Kings: , Aftet "them followed thoſe that -bore che 


Name and State of Kings : but ſtil cheir Government 
was, Mpnarchical :which|is a great argument: for ics 
excelloncy. - ATINY E | hs, 

3- We read of no other Form of Government in 
Scxipture bur Monarchy. This Argument is chiefly 
ad- homines,,: thole' that'are ready lo pertinacioufly ro 
ſtick to chat Principle ; that the boly: Scriprure' is a 
{afficientRale in all things appertaining to Faith and 
Manners, that.they. are. ready. to-think an argumenc 
concluding: negatively ab bac atthoritate, to be firmt and 
cogent ;- that prels us lo: much with the probibition of 
adding to, or diminiſhing from the Word of God, and urge 
the great Curſe to; deter us; thele I hope will accept of 
what confſequences:do neceſſarily follow fromthole pre- 
maſfes,.-And for a3 nauich: as no other Form of Civil 
Gavernment, but Monarchical is found in. Scripture, 
therefore to;attempt to fer up. another, mult be ei- 
ther adding tothat Word, or detraftingirom it, or both. 
And chis Argument muſt hold ftrongly amongſt all 
rgen of that perſuaſion. 

« 4+ Monarchyidoch moſt nearly refemble che Power 
| ad Authority of Gad the great Kmg of Kmgs: - Origi- 


nalsgive Pattern 'taall.Copies, and Copies muſt 'be 
correRed by ther... Now the Power of God, as the 


Govcenows of the World; &: the Original and Pattern of 
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all:Governmenc;- And conſequently the nearer any 
Form comes to the referabling of 'his Governmenr, 
the berteritis-; and the farther off the jworſe. ** But the 

reat God of Heaven rules as's Sovereign Monatch, 
whole Yicegerents all earthly-Rulers are, and ro whom 
they mult give an account : And therefore Monarchi- 
cal Government among men doth come neareſt to 
this Pattern, and conſequently muſt be owned as the 
beſt Form. 

5- Monarchical Government is every way qualified 
to anſwer the ends of Government moſt advantagiouſ- 
ly, and therefore it is the beſt, The ends of Govern- 
ment, are, makmyg and executmg Laws, and protefmg 
the People. Now what way fo expeditious for the 
making of Laws, as when the Royal Afſent breaths lite 
intothem ; whenthey are drawn up by the Counſels 
of many wiſe men, and receive their Stamp of Au- 
thority from One, One the Supreme Moderator 
and Adjuſtor of all different Intereſts and Opinions ? 
WhatMethed fo Uniform in the Execution of the Laws, 
as when all Proceedings run in the Name of One and 
the ſame ſacred Perfon ? What means ſo expedient to 
prote& the People; as when the Sword is in the hand 
of a Man that \can have no Private Ends-diſtia& fra 
the Publick Intereſt > Tt would be here eafie to ſhew 
what obſtruftions and delays the Power of the Aqny 
would give in each of theſe mitters, but ,eyexy mans 
conſideration will dothat, ' oo NY 

6. This Nation hath had an happy Experience of the 

D2 good 
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good Fruits of this Government for many Ages, and 
why ſhould we now quarrel with an Old Friend? Ever 


. , finge. Hlikory, eicher of firm or ſuſpected credir, will 


ve"us light, chis Nation bath been ruled by Kings : 

And. as we had ſometimes ſeveral Kings, ſo there was 
no Peace till it was uniced into one Kingdom. And 
fince how ,hath this Nation, flouriſhed in Peace and 
Plenty, in Arts and:A4rms, in Trade abroad and 'Manufa- 
ures at home? Eſpecially fince the happy Reſtau- 
ration of our gracious King , we have (ate like Jſrae/ 
and Judab,in 4 reign of Solomon, every man under. his 
Yme and Fig-tree, and Silver and Gold hath been mul. 
tiplied greatly. And are we weary of theſe Bleſſings ? 
Haye we taken a Surfeit on Peace and Plenty ? It any 
enquire how we like Democracy for our Government in 
the State ? Let us anſwer him as Themiſtocles did one 
that asked him the ſame queſtion ; Go firſt and ſer 
up that Government in thy own Family, ſee how thou 
wilr like a Coordinate Power in thy Children and Ser- 
'Vants, and mark if thy buſineſs go well on then, 

7. This Nation hath never yet had the trial of a 
Democracy, ſo that thoſe who talk of it, may as well 
diſcourſe in commendation of Plato's Commonwealth, 
er More's Utopia, We had them who aſſumed:to them- 
ſelves the Name of the Commonwealth of England, bur 
were never Chriſtned. He that conſiders the Conſti- 
wtion of the Houſe of Commons ia England-mult 


+, Know that the Members thereof. do* nor repreſent 4 


"the People of this Land that are under Goyernmenr. 


For 
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For beſide that the Peers have no Vote in the Election, 
the Knights are to be cholen onely by the Freeholders: 
And how many that are: Free" born Subjects, are not 
Liberi tenentes * And he that conſiders how that Houſe 
of Commons was retrenched, ſome voluntarily forſaking 
the Houſe, and others excluded vy armed Force, mult 
needs ſay that thole who lo legally, unreaſonably, and 
audaciouſty tiled themlelves the Parliament of the 
Commonwealch of England, were as far from bein 
a Parliament, or from repreſenting all the People, as 
a Rump is from being an Ox. So that here was no 
formed Commonwealth” to ftand for Probation. 

8. laffirm chat Democracy is liable ro many and 
great Corruptions, ſuch as cannot be argued to reſulr. 
any way from-Monarchy. For, 

1. The Ambition of thole that recommend them- 
ſelves.as Candidates for Offices in Government, muſt be 
ſuppoſed to beger grear diſturbances.” An hand'in the 
Government of a Nation, is lo {plendid a ching, that 
moſt . men. of the. leaſt real-worth- will be apt to'be 
ambirious of-ir. And ſuch will lay-claim -ro eve- 
ry Pretence that may-entitle them xo it. If: ſeemin 
Saintſhipſhall' enticle them of ' the number of thoſe 
meek that ſhall inherit the Earth, and bind their Kings in 
Chains, and their Nobles in Fetters of Iron ; he muſt be 
ro0 apparently a wicked man that will' not put-en the 
Habu of Saintſhip. \ Or. it Intereſt, and'a long Sword, 
and; Strong Arm mult make che way, every man that 
hath theſc, will puc himſelt forward. And if the dif- 
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ferent Claims of two Families did bererofore involve 
.,. , thisNation into, much, Bloud, how much maybe the 
-, ,. Conlequent of ſach mens different; pretenceyto-govern- 
£3 mg the Land]! os 51 0 5 5 

2. Nor may leſs Miſchiefs follow the Fadtions of 
thole that arc tochuletheir-Governors. One man, hath 
Ko a Refation. whom he hath a'maind ro-recammend 70 lic 
oY at the Stern, 0n-purpoſe to. make 'a Conſular Family : 

Another hath one that-he reckons his Friend, and hopes 
that ihe. be advanced, he may prefer hind :.. Another 
hath imbibed forme þeterodox :Opmions, and hathhis eye 
upon one that hath eſpouſed the ſame, and'be hopes 
that if he have a ſhare in Governing, he will nor fail co 
promote the Party. And what difierences will follow 
upon the purſuits of theſe Peaple,;and what difturban- 
.ces tothe Nation, every man: wall eafily judge: 

3- The covetoxſneſs of men. adyanced-to govern, 
will make them aprt.to-heap up wealth tor themſelves 
and cheir Kmdred, tothe; great « CER of theECom- 
munity. The publick 4ntereſt would in-chis:Cafe be 
like the manin the Fable, whole Ulcers were iexpoled 
tothe Inſedts in the common Road; 'twas but acivil 
compaiſian ofthe Traveller that atcempred togifturb 
them; ;the poor man; begged him to reſerve his oþarity 
for another occaſion, telling him thac the Flies who 
had been. his Familjars fome time, did: not much-cor- 
menthim..: bur thele:being removed,;iothers,would. 
take their place with empty bellics and baryry apperiter, 
who would much more anoy him. The Application 
is coo pbvious to want an Expoſition, 4. And 
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"4. And even' this Democtacy , that pleaſeth men 
wthe Fheoyy, -ro thiniſter matter of Di/courſe, will be 
farcher- from pleaſing all men, when it hath exerciſed 
ts/Power for fome time, than is the Monarchy that 
now cannot give contenite—Fke Mobile that are ready 
ro-be fond of the fancy of that Form, and might in. its 
ftirft Appearance datly with” it as Children with a New 
Ptay-Game,” afrec a while will be apr co diſcover its 
imperfeFtions, and be the firſt to complain of ic. That 
parry of Men that called themſelves. the Parliament of the 
Conmornealth of England, when having killed the right 
Owner, they ſeized his Inheritance, and did by their 
printed Declaration in March 1648. ayouch them- 
ſelves a Free State , complaining of the unfufferable- 
nels/of the Monarchy, when they had for a while fed 
themſelves with it, and then were condemned to Perpe- 
tual Minority, and to. Wardſhip under a Protector : And 
when' at laſt the Army, and the Mobile ſug out their 
Liberty from Wardfhip, ſtarted che Nicknamed. Title 
of The Good 01d Cauſe : They had nor long lived upon 


that pretence, but they were weary ofit; for the Gran- 


ders' of the Army ne Wilford: boa, diſperſed them, | 


and in Ofober 1659. put forth a Remonſtrance, rc= 


preſenting the Grievances of the Nation to be as great . 
under that, Commonwealth, as ithad been before. under: 
the King: Sotharir appearsthat changing che Bed will 


not give aſe tothe ſick perſon, nor. will che change -of 
Government pleaſe thoſe that arc reſolved. nat to be 


pleaſed... 
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5. In fine, Democracy is much more-apt to degene- 
rate ek into Oligarchy,, or elſe ;into Ochlocracy and 
Anarchy than Bras can. be feared to. degenerate 
into Thranny and Arbitrary Goverment. If we confult 
Foreign Experience, the S — I think; the frſt thar 
called themſelves a Republick, did not log o keep their 
ground without OE i into an Ol; igarchy, or a 
Government by the Thirty Thrants. Rome when they 
had driven out their Kmgs and ſet up a Commonwealth, 
were one while inclining to an Ocblocracy,, when hey 
- * choſe the Tribunes of the People ro give check tothe Se- 
nate; another While to Monarchy when they choſe Difta- 
tors, which becoming by degrees perpetual, at laſt ended 
in Monarchy again, "The Yenetians are rather. to be 
eſteemed to be an Ariftocracy than a Democracy. Our 
Neighbours of the United Provinces ſeem to have mixed 
Ariſtocracy with their Democracy. And if we re- 
member the proceedings of our own Nation, the preten- 
ded Commonwealth did one while degenerate to Monarchy 
inthe time of the Uſurper ; another while to Anarchy, 
in the time when the Rota invented fo many new 
Forms of Government. No /et#ement could be till 
God was pleaſed to reſtore us tothe Old Foundation. 
The relulc of all which will be, ro weigh chings in an 
even balance, and to judge which is moſt agreeable to 
Gods Inflitution, and tending to the Good of the People, 
Monarchy or any. other Form of Government. 


Second 
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*"Secand Queſtion; Whether Kings have, their.Rager 
Moti Wy, IRE 7 whether it be conferred upon 
them by the People ? 


The reaſon of moying this Queſtion is, becauſe 
it is become the 'Subje£t. of , common Diſcourſe in: our 
days. And an Author that wrote a bad Polt-(cript 
to a 200d Letter, hath ſeemed to. aſlert the Power 
of the King as incruſted to him by the People. A 
perſon who if he had been as well acquainted with 
Divines as Lawyers, might have kngwn the ſubſtance 
of his Arguments to have been prevented about 35 
years before they were produced, in the excellent Le- 
Ctures of a. Learned Profeſſor, who determined that in 
the Chair, which few men but himſelf durſt co have 
done in thoſe days. Or it hedid conſider the Conſe- 
quences that would be deducible from ſuch a 7 jv 
tion, Honeſty and Loyalty ſhould have kept him from 
maintaining ir, 

la anſwer tothe Queſtion, I affirm the firlt part, 
that Kings have their Authority derived immediately 
trom God ; And deny the later, that it is conferred. 
upon them as a Truſt by the People, 

And here 1. Let us conſider what Titles the Scri. 
_ pture gives to Kinps. They are called ©to aqrvpypi, 
cs Mgixoror, the Miniſters of, God, therefore not of Men, 
Rom.12.4,6. the Powers that be, are ſaid to be vv 18 ©es 
mT» ype ordained of God, therefore not of Men. v.1. for 
the Queſtion concerning St. Fohns Baptiſm, was it from 
E Heaven 


v 


42 6 The Power of Kings from God. 

Heaven, or of Men ? Mat.2 1.25. ſeems to putthis upon 
1ſue. | Beſides, they are called Elohim ,  Earthly 
Gods, Pſat'82.6. And what People can make their own 
Gods without palpable Idolatry? 

2. When God firſt ſubjected his ewn People frac! to 
the Government of Kings, the People had nothing to 
do in conferring the Power. Moſes was made their 
Ruler immediately by God. So Joſhua and the Judges, 
for ſo long the Theocracy did continue viſible. among 
them. When the People defired a King with Forma- 
lity, God is not angry with them ſimply tor dehting a 
King , for he had foretold their having a King, and gi- 
ven him direRions for his Government, Deut.17. but 
for ſome irregularities in their manner of deſiring him. 
But how was he choſen 2 Not by the People, but by 
Lot, 1 Sam. 10. 20,21. the determmation whereof is from 
the Lord, Proy. 16.33. no hand of the People in 
chooſing him. David was made King by Gods imme- 
diate choice, 1 Sam. 1 6. 1. Here the Theocracy ſeems to 
end. Afterward the Government did deſcend by 
Succeſſion. And thoſe that pretend dirc@ions from 
the Scripture in every thing, will be at a loſs where to 
had direions there for the People to confer Power 
upon their Prince. 

3- We challenge any man; from prophane Hiſto- 
ries, to ſhew usany Footſteps of ſuch beginnings of Mo- 
narchy, when the People did entruſt this Power to 
their Kings. If they acknowledge that their Hiſtory 
fails them, letnot alſo Reaſon fail chem ; let not Loyal- 

| | 0, 
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ty fail them, ler not Conſcience fail them : let them 
bave ſomething more than bold ſurmiſes , or elſe not 
atrempt to build a ſuppoſition of ſuch dangerous conle- 
quence, upon the meer ſtrength of Imagination. 
4+. If therefore they perſiſt and urge us to ſhew how 
Monarchy fir came to ſubjef men to Obedience, I 
think the Hiſtory of the Bible will give us light e- 
nough. That Patriarchal Government, or the Ruling 
of the Father or Eldeſt of the Family over the reſt, 
was the firſt Form of Government in the World, I think 
is On owned. Now when the Families mcrea- 
fed, the Subjets multiplied, and by inſenſable degrees the 
Patriarchal Government ſeems to have ſeed into 
that Government of the Reguli, or Small Kings, which 
was upon the matter the ſame. When Joſhua con- 
ucred the Land of Canaan, which is leſs in extent than 
the Kingdom of England alone, he found and ſubdued 
thirty one Kings, Joſh.12.24. And'it ſeems this was the 
leaſt Juriſdiction of their Reguli, For after him, Judg. 
1.7. Adonibezek, when he was conquered, doth own 
that he Kept Seventy Reguli in barbarous 'ſcrvitude un- 
der him. And ſome hundred of years after, the King 
of Syria (no great Prince) had thirty two Kings at once 
in his Army , 1 Reg. 20.1. So that it ſeems their 
Territories and Power were then ſurely but an incon- 
{ſiderable Alteration of Paternal Government, and 
_ which by degrees introduced greater Monar- 
chies. 
5. It we further proceed to take a view of all the 
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ways: whereby Princes aſcend to the Throne; it will 
appear they are but few; and that in none of tlicſe the 
People cnfo the power on the King, | 7 

1. By Deſcent or Succeſſion, as in England. Now 
who can ſay that the People here confer the power 2 
It they plead;chat at the Kings Coronation the Conſent 
of the People is demanded; It 1s evident. that the Kit 
is King to all intents and purpoles before his Corona- 
tion, Beſides neicher are all the People ſummoned, 
hor any coſtderable part of them appear ar a Corona- 
tion :. And if then there ſhould be any lurly Sheba thar 
ſhould reject his Prince, that would not hinder the 
Coronation. So that this is but barely a thing of 
Courſe, and doth not derive the Kings power from the 
People at all. 

2. Of thole that attain a Crown by Conqueſt , no 
man can ſay they expect or receive the explicit Con- 
ſent of the BK! pre though a tacite conſequential Conſent 
may be argued in their yielding him obedience. 

- 3. As for thoſe that ſurprize a Throne by Frad, 
though they may impoſe upon the People ſo as togain 
a Formal Conſent, yet is there no real Conſent in thoſe 


that are thus cajo/'d. 'q | | 
© 4- -There are ſome that come to a Crown by Ele- 
Fon : And here our Male-contents think they are ſe- 
care that they derive their power from. the People. 
ut we. muſt conſider the great difference 'that is be. 
- twixt deſigning the Perſon, and conferring the Power. 
The former is-from them that Gheole him, the later by 
©7013 $Th v IDO Woe Wn ene TO es no 
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no tneans.* The Dean arid Chapter of a Cathedral, 
by the Kings leave, chooſe a Biſhop ſede vacante ; this 
Choice deſigns the Perlon, but doth not confer the 

ower, which is afterward given him'in his Conſecra- 
tion. The Aldermen and Commons of a Ciry do 
yeatly chooſe their Mayor ; this choice doth indeed 
defignthe Perſon, bur not confer the Power, which de- 
{cends by virtue of the Kings Charter. So when the 
Seven Eleftors chooſe an Emperour of Germany, or thoſe 
char uſually chooſe a King in Poland, they onely deſign 
the Perſon; his power is not from them, but imyme- 
diately trom God. 


The third Queſtion , Whether, ſuppoſing that the Peo- 
ple did confer the Power upon the Prince, m the Firlt Inſti. 
rution of Monarchy , it dath now lie in the Power of the 
People to revoke it ? 


This Queſtion ſeems needful ro be handled, not: 
only becaule in the late days of Rebellion it was main- 
tained ; but becauſe it may be feared that thoſe Seeds 
are nor yet quite rooted out; eſpecially ſeeing the 
holding the Kings Power to be a Truſt commitced to 
him by the People, doth fſeetnto deſion to prove it revo- 
kable. : 

In Anſwer hereto, 1. Ihave already ſhewed tha 
the Suppoſition which is the Foundation of this, that the 
People confer the Power upon the Prince, is falſe, and con- 
ſequently the SnperſirnfFure that 1s reared upon it muſt 
fall of courſe. 2. Sup- 


-— 
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2. Suppoſing (but not granting) the Princes power 
to als: 29e; rs People, yet the Revokableneſ 
of it will not follow.. For, 

1. Both Law and Reaſon ſay that what is Abſolutely 
confetred in any Compact or Donation, is nor to be 
revoked : Againſt the reaſonableneſs whereof I can. 
not ſee what can be alledged. 

2. Inſtances in other Caſes of like Nature, do ſhew 
the truth of this. Whea the Dean and Chapter have 
choſen their Biſhop for their Ordinary, or the Alder- 
men and Commons of a City have choſen a Mayor 
ro govern them, it doth nor lie in cicher of them after- 
ward to recal the Exerciſe of this power, or to real: 
ſume the Truſt into their own hands. When the 
Freeholders of a County have choſen their Knights to 
repreſent them , it will not afterward lie in their 
power to recall this truſt. They might have forborn 
to commit the Truſt ; but being committed, they cannot 
re-call it, The ſame is applicable to the Caſe in hand, 
if the ſuppoſition were true , which yet is not to be 
granted, 


The Fourth Queſtion, Whether the Power of Kings be 
ſo immediately ſubordinate to God and depending upon 
him, that no earthly Power whatſoever can call them ty ac- 
count for the adminiſtration of their Government, and dil- 


charge of their Truſt ? | 


The accountableneſs of Princes to the People in 
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their Repreſefcatives,hath paſſed for currant do&rine'in 
the days of impriſoning our JateiSovereign. That Rea- 
ſon and. Conſcience 'may be-farisfied' of the- falſeneſs 
and dangerouſneſs of ſuch affeions,”"I ſhall offer what 5 
follows, to-prove that-God Almighty'is the onely Ruler 
of Princes , .and that to him onely: they owe their Ac- 
counts. 
. 1, In Reaſon it is a contradiftion, after we have own- 
ed the, King 16 be Supreme in all Canſes, and over all 
Perſons both Eccleliaſtical and Civil, afcerwards to at- 
firm chat there is any other Power that' hath Right to 
call him to an account, and conſequently is in that re- 
ſpect his Superiour. ,. That we have owned the King as 
Supreme, | iuppole all men will confels, 'and the Apo- 
ſtle St. Peter calls him lo, 1 Pet. 2.13. And that his 
accountablenels to any other on Earth would render: 
thoſe perſons that may demand his account, ev nomine, 
Superiour .to him, is grounded upon - that known 
Maxim, Par in parem non habet poteſtatem. It therefore- 
the King be Supreme and yer hath others on Earth. 
that are Superiour to him, then is he Supreme and not- 
Supreme , a palpable contradiction, both- branches 
whercof cannot be true, Now the Kings Supremacy 
both the Law hath ferled, and every- good Subject 
hath awned, and therefore: mult diſown the Sypremacy 
of the People, either ColleFively, or in their Repreſenta- 
tives, as a ſpurious offt- ſpring deſcended from Salus po- 
puli, and Univerſs minor, | 
2. It we conſul the. Scriptures, when David had 
com-- 
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comers. Qthole: A&W. 75 ſins of -Y 
Harder, ther; of 1 Y. Ap | he 
Jemih Logs yo 5 nh mrs hitn 'wMAtodtcolthic 
or them, bur gibt K> King of Kings. If 
ANY. MAN, hers will yi Proverb of 
the LN a Anſtate, that ppt People would 
if they could, have called David to-an account;' and 
puniſhed him to0-: : bur-chat-David had" the Sword as 
well as Scepeer,'\and therefore was above their reach : 
I anſwer, there: was then a'Sanbedrim/antivbg the Jews, 
-whoſe Authority was as venerable as that Sf a Parlia- 
ment , and yet -we;neither. find them challenging an 
account of Davids Actions ; nor God; who then made 
familiar coriperſe ith men, either ſummoning the King to 
ſubmichimſelf ro-a Legal Trial, or ſtirring up the San- 
hedrim, or the Princes of the Tribes t6 call hitn to ac- 
count by judicial Proceſs; *'No; the" Onely Raler of 
Princes takes the matter into his own hands, ſends his 
Prophet to him, ſummons him before bimſe [f as his 
Judge, brings him to Repentance, accepts his Confe/- 
fion, and remits his Treſpaſs as to the Eternal Puniſhment. 
And David appears very ſenſible of his being ſubordi- 
nate and accountable to God onely,' when in his moſt 
penicent Confeſſion, he looks up wholly unto him, 
Againſt thee, thee onely bave 1 ſinned, Pſal.51.3. It there- 
fore we own the Scriptures for our Guide bl in all doubt- 
ful and important points, here is an inſtance to 


guide us-in a matter of this great and weighty mo- 
ment. 


i of 
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3- Tohold a Power inthe People to call the Prince 
ro account for the adminiſtration of his Goverament; 
is moſt highly mconfiſtent withthe Law of Nature, and 
all the Reaſon and (onſcience imaginable : For it makes 
the People at once the Complainants , the Witneſſes, the 
Jury, and the Judge. For when we ſpeak of the King 
and the People, they are but two Parties. If therefore 
the King mult be Impleaded, who muſt be the Complai- 
nants, and Proſecutors ? the People. Who Witneſſes * 
the People. Who muſt be the Jury to enquire of 
Matter of Fa? the People. Who mult be the Judge 
to determine whether he hath broken a Law, and be 
obnoxiqus to puniſhment ? the People. Ac laſt when 
Sentence is paſſed upon him, who muſt execute ic ? {till 
the People. A thing never heard of in any Judicial 
Proceedings, even in the moſt barbarous Nations : and 
that which muft needs preclude the doing of Juſtice, 
when Paſſion or Intereſt 1n the Mowle would carry all 
things according to their own Luſts and Humours. 

4+ The Judgments of God have dogged at the heels 
in all Ages thoſe SubjeRs that have riſen up'in Rebel- 
lion againſt their lawful Kings, and either {ecretly. or 
openly taken away their lives. Had Zimri peace who 
flew hs Maſter * 2 Reg.9.31. And how Gods Juſtice 
hath become the Avenger of Bloud, and purſued ar the 
heels thoſe who had killed and taken poſſeſſion, and 
after they had boaſted of their wickedneſs for ſeveral 


years together ; and ſome of them deſired it might be 
written on their Tombs, Here ltes one of the late 
| F Kings 
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Kings Judges, at lat brought chem to condign 


puniſhment.” his Thope will nor be forgotten in this 
ge eration andchoſe thar ſhall ſucceed, I doubcnor, will 
made ſenſible ofit, that all men may hear and fear 
amd do 0 moreſo preſumptuonſly, ; 

If we'at laſt' proceed to reflect upon. what nath 
beet ſpoken', we'may make improvement of it three 
ways.” 

Firſt, If Kings have their power from God, and are 
not accountable to any perſon or perſons on Earth for 
the adminiſtration thereof, then ir is. a great f1n to ar- 
raion the TFiſdom and the Juſtice of the Kings proceed. 
ings in-the /ittle Conventions of men of unſantified hearts, 
wilelleved lives, and prophane mouths. A Sin which, had 
I the voice of Stentor, could not declaim loudly e- 
nough againſtin this Age, when many make iteither a 
ſign of Grace, or a token of Wiſdom, or at leaſt an ar. 
gument of good Aﬀetions tothe Publick, to ſlander the 
Foot-ſteps of Gods Anomted , and as it they would inve- 
Rigate their Pedegree from, Corah and his Complices, 
do proceed'by rifing up againſt Moſes and Aaron, re- 
proaching both Prince and Prieſt, as it they took too 
muchupon them, If God Almighty be the onely Rulcr 
of Princes, and neither the People Collef;vely nor Re- 
preſentatively have mp to cenſure the Actions of a 
King, then- certainly the Individuals or. little Knots of 
the Populacy haye much lets ral to.cenſure his 
proccedings. If that which wichout Chriſtning, gave 
ic ſelf the-Unchriſtian. name of an. High: Court of 

-g3* 16 ox et Juſtice, 
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Juſtice, had no power ro-cenſure and condemn a 
King, though they bore before them /pretences of Ju- 
ſtice, how much leſs is it lawful for them that do not 
in the leaſt pretend to be a Court of Judicature, to ar- 
rajion and condemn both his Majeſties 4&ions.and In- 
rertions ! It {in be aggravated by Inzratitude in, him thar 
commits it, and in the want of advantage to be propo- 
{ed in doing amils, then certainly chis f1a is doubly ag- 
gravated, as being the higheſt moratitude to a Prince that 
hath been lo merciful and obliging, and commitred with- 
our the leaſt probability of any advantage to follow ſuch 
diſcourſes. It he that ſtepr our of his Rank, without 
al:dwance of his Officer, co fight an Enemy, though he 
killed him, was condemned for deſerting his place, 
whar cenſure can be great enough for thole that deſert 
their Ranks and Stations, not to fight an Enemy, but to 
encounter their lawful Sovereign ? If a ſcandal caſt up- 
on a private perſon, that damnifes him ia his Profif 
zon, be cenſurable in Law ; what cenſures do they 
deſerve that caſt ſcandals, without fear or ſhame, up- 
on the greateſt of men, and thereby leflen the affeftions 
of his Subjects, and render his Throne uncaſte to 
him ! 

Secondly, Let the Original of Kingly power teach 
us, out of Conſcience toward God, to ſtand in the defence 
of our King againſt all the A5þerſtons that are caſt up. 
on him, to alienate the afteftions of his good Subjects 
from him, . He that is not againſt him; oughtto be 68 
his fide. And to move us all hetero, 
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1. Let us conſider the evil Root from whence theſe 
' bitter Fruits do ſpring, even a Malignant and Diſloyal 

Spirit. Had Ham been lo dutiful as his other Brothers, 
he would have covered in ſtead of ſhewing his Fathers 
nakedneſs ; and the curſe that was bequeathed to him 
ſeems grounded upon his evil Intention. $0 that as 
well may a man believe that perſon that rails at him 
behind his back, and cenlures all his diſpurable 
Actions, to be his Friend ; as believe theſe perſons to be 
good Sutjefts. 

2. We ſhould further confider the ill (onſequences 
of ſuch Diſcourſes. Every wiſe man ought.co con- 
ſider the tendency of his words and actions. And he 
that foreſees evil conſequences, and doth not endea- 
Your to prevent them, cannot be reckoned either 
Friend or honeſt man. And if thele diſcourſes do con- 
clude that their thinking that to be true, which the 
ſpeak of the King and his Government, will alienate 
their own AﬀeCtions from him, chen ought they noc to 
vent them in diſcourſe to others, which muſt alſo tend 
tO alienate their affetions and duty from him. 

. It would be fit to recollect what happineſs we and 
the whole Nation have ſo long enjoyed under his Ma- 
jeſties happy Reign. Some men are like that ſort of 
Inſe&s, which paſs over the ſweet Flowers in.a Garden 
to fix upon Excrement in a Dunghil. They overlook 
all chat Peace and Plenty, that flouriſhing of the Church 
which we have taſted {ince the Kings happy Reſtaura- 
tion, and if they can find any real or fancied overſight 

in 
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inthoſe that are Miniſters of State, they ſet themſelves 
ro.cenſure that, and expole ic to others, © Ifthe Na- 
tion hath flouriſhedin 2 3 years paſt, mote than in any 
the like period of time, then it may be luſpetted to be 
a Plethory,'\ariling from Peace and Plenty, that makes 
men ſo ſick, and lo apt to diſgorge therſelves in theſe 
unſavoury Belches. a 0m 

4. And withal let us reflect upon the judgments of 
God that have overtaken the Enemies of our King and 
his Fathers "Throne. The righteous God. hath both 
ſhewed that his Providence takes a ſpecial care of the 
ſafety of Princes, and that he is immediately concerned 
to avenge their Bloud. Unto thoſe that had ſhed the 
Royal Bloud, God kept filence for a while, and they 
were ready tothink him altogether ſuch an one as them- 
ſelves, a Partner, it not the Principal, in that Fact : 
Bur in his good time he did reprove them, and ſet before 
them the things that they had done. 0 conſider this, and for- 
get not God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and there be none to 
deliver. | 

5. It would greatly help to govern mens Tongues, 
if they did with greater warineſs look to their Ears. 
For what is over-oreedily drank in at the Ear, is com- 
monly vomitred out at the Mouth. as haſtily. If we 
conſult the old Rule, it will tell us, that Fame hath 
for many Ages been branded with the infamous Cha- 
racter of Common Liar and Incendiary. If we conſult 
Experience, it will tell us how often it hath impoſed 
upon us miſreports and falſe repreſentations of things. nu 

I 


*38 The Power of Kings from God. 
if we conſule Reaſon it will tell us that Reports do, 
and muſt ſavour of the Cask from whence they are 
drawn ; and we cannot fo well know how to judge 
of what is ſpoken, as by taking due mealures of him 
that ſpeaksir. Which if ir were duly improved, it 
would put us upon weighing Or ſighting bare Reports, 
and excuſe our tongucs trom many tranſgreſſions. 

6. Both Modeſty and Prudence ſhould tcach us not 
tropreſume that we {ce intothe depth of the Proceedings 
of our Governours. Ir is better-tor us thankfully to 
make ule of the Light and Heat and Influences of the 
Sun, than to {tand gazing onely upon the Courſe of 
its: Motion. It is better ro comfort our ſelves in che 
practical Uſe of a piece of Clockwork, than to puzle 
our heads with ſpeculative inquiries how, and why, 
and what does move the Hand. And if theſe things 
were duly conſidered, it would ſuperſede a great dea] 

of pains to our Politick Wou'd Bees, and prevent their 
Cenſuresof Tranſactions, which they neither can, nor 
is it their duty to underſtand. 

7. When the mouths of mea are ſo open in ſpeak- 
ing evil of Dignities, that they refuſe ro be ſtopr, and 
plead that they have Juſtice and Truth on their ide, it 
will concern us to conlider that the beſt and greateſt of 
men are ſtill but Men, and cannot plead exemprion 
from the miſtakes and frailties that are common to Man- 
kind. And if men that move in /ower ſpheres, attend- 
ed with leſs violent temptations, do frequently err ; 
how much more may thoſe that are placed in higher 
BA | Orcbs, 
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Orbs, ſurrounded with weightier Cares and greater 
Difficulties, commit miſtakes, and diſcover Humane 
Frailties * Which ſhould move us rather to- aſſſ#'them 
with our Prayers, that they may nor err, than co ſuggeſt 
in fly. and ſlanderous whiſpers to the Rabble, that they are 
always erring. 

$-Charity rowards Men as Brethren, and Loyalty to 
ot Prince as the Father ot our Country, ſhould oblige 
us to pals the molt favourable conſtruttion upon doubtful 
ations. *'Tis chis alone can jultihe an intermedling 
with private Afﬀairs,and therefore the Argument holds 
ſtronger, that onely this can excule, if any thing can 
be ſaid ro excuſe an inf{pection into publick Tranla- 
ions, Every Action (lays the Moraliſt) hath tywo- 
handles; and if one Ear of the Cup be cold and the 
other hot, he is fooliſhly raſh that chooſes by a wrong 
application. of his hand, to-burn his fingers withour 
neceſlity. 

Thirdly, Let what we have heard of the Original 
of Government, and of the Power of Kings, prevail 
with us to -a ready, chearful, and conſcientions Obedience 
and ſubjectioa tochem. The Jews could fee that. if 
they owned St. Johns Baptilm to be from Heaven, it 
would necellarily: follow, . that they ought ro-have en- 
tertained him, and believed his Doctrine, Matth. 21, 2/5» 
And ſeeing it is manifeſt that the Power of Kings is 
from God, it follows that we ought to be obedient-to 
every: Ordinance of, Man. for the Lords; ſake, wiole:Vices 
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refit he'is, 1 Pet. 2. 12. Seeing the Powers that be, ar: 
ordained of God, it follews, that not onely he char r-- 
belleth, bur even he that reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the 
Ordinance of God ; 'and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves damnation. And foraſmuch as he « the Miniſter 
of God to thee for good, therefore we muſt needs be ſubje, 
not onely: for wyath, to eſcape puniſhment, bur cven for 
conſcience ſake, Rom. 13. 1, 2,4,5- For when mea pre- 
ſume to think thar the King is 'ArJpumry xls, the Peo- 
ples Creature,detiving hisPower as aTruſt from them, 
and when the fondneſs and novelty of the Notion by 
degrees hath fattered them into a fixed Opinion of ir, 
they will quickly implead his Authority as a Condi. 
tional and precarious thing, and upon the leaſt di- 
ſtaſte will be tempted to meditate a Revocation' of 
their Truſt ; ſo. that what does not jump with one 
mans Intereſt, though it may advance anothers, the 
King muſt anſwer for; and what does not indulge 
the luſts of the Fooliſh, though 'tis highly acceptable 
tothe Wiſe, the King mult account for; ſoapt are 
Refty men to clamour againſt the ſettlements of their 
own ſecurity and happineſs, and promote the ſteps of 
their own ruine and confuſion, Bur whenthey ſeriouſ] 
conſider that the Sword is put into his hand by God 
himſelf, and that he bears it not in vain, that he is a 
Revenger to execute wrath upon him that doth evil, 
Rom. 13.1. this will oblige them to Obedience and 
Loyalty to their Earthly Sovereign, out of a principle 
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of Conſcience toward the King of Heaven; this will 
ſpeak them at once both true Chriſtians and good Sub. 
jets. For pretended Saintſhip is confiſtent with Re. 
bellion , but true Chriſtianity will be always atten. 
ded with Loyalty. This will clear the Profeſſion of 
Religion from the Afperſfion of Ungovernableneſs ; and 
ſet us forward to that Kingdom , where he by whom 
Kings reign, ſhall rule over all, and be all in all. 


To which Heavenly Kingdom God in bis Mercy bring 


us all, &c. 


